THE PEOPLE AND THE TRADES OF LONDON
There was no limit at all for some of the wretched apprentice girls
who did tambour work — not even that of human endurance,* and the
same can be said presumably for the women who earned 5d. a day in
1813 by making soldiers' coats,155 and in general for those who took in
work from a shop or from some middle-man or woman to do at starva-
tion rates in their own rooms. Among the longest hours of out-workers
were those of the wretched women who went out to wash by the day.
We find them arriving at their employer's house overnight in order to
work all night and all next day. '"Women who go out a-washing for
their livelihood/ according to Low Life, had to be at work by one in
the morning, but as a matter of fact they often went earlier. Ann
Nichols, who washed and scoured for a master-builder at Hackney in
1753, arrived about 12 at night - 'that is what we call a day and a
half's work', her master said.156 In 1765 a woman who went monthly
to the house of an attorney, said (in connexion with a robbery): *I went
that night a little before dark, time enough to have filled my tubs and
copper.'157 In the early nineteenth century things were a little better.
J. T. Smith says:
Perhaps there is not a class of people who work harder than those washer-
women who go out to assist servants in what is called a heavy wash; they may
be seen in the winter-time, shivering at the doors at three and four in the
morning, and are seldom dismissed before ten at night.
For this they were paid half a crown.158
Recognized holidays were few. Place says that while he was an
apprentice he worked at least twelve consecutive hours six days a week
with three holidays only - at Easter, Whitsuntide and Christmas.159
However, it was customary for the London journeymen to take a
holiday on hanging-days at Tyburn, and these came eight times a year.
*It was common through the whole metropolis,' says Angelo, 'for
master-coach-makers, frame-makers, tailors, shoe-makers, and others
who had engaged to complete orders within a given time, to bear in
mind to observe to their customers "that will be a hanging-day and my
men will not be at work**.'160
Le peuple Anglais^ naturellement paresseux, ivrogne et brute [said a French
visitor to London in 1777] est distrait, tantdtpar vne pendaison9 tanttitpar une
* See Chapter 5.

